
OUR 
THEORY

● The Bay and shoreline are heterogeneous and dynamic

● There is no one-size-fits-all approach for SLR adaptation

● We can make our shoreline and communities more resilient 
by working with people and nature and at the right scale to 
implement sea level rise solutions
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3 steps

1. Plan using nature’s boundaries (instead of traditional 
boundaries)

2. Identify adaptation measures that could work well in a given 
place, and use nature as much as you can

3. Bring stakeholders together to envision a resilient future 
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Rationale

• Processes that govern the shoreline happen at the 
Bay scale. Too large and complex for individual 
projects. 

• Need to divide up the Bay into smaller 
manageable pieces: Sea level rise won’t stop at 
city boundaries.

• Risk of the wrong type of actions in the wrong 
places, less resilience, and not all the benefits.

• Opportunity to maximize multi-benefit, nature-
based solutions. More resilience, most co-
benefits, more adaptable over time.
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